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Occupational travellers

Showmen (ca. 17.500 children) 

Circusartists and circus workers (at least 3000 children)

Inland navigators (ca.15 200 inland navigation vessels, number of children unkown)

Also: streetartists, market traders, stuntshow performers and many more

→ Lack of data!

see “Study Report: The situation of Circus in the EU Member States”, p. 41

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-
01aa75ed71a1

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1


https://www.dualfrequency.co.uk/united-nations-

convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-teen-friendly-edition

Convention on the Rights of the Child
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to 

education, and with a view to achieving this right 

progressively and on the basis of equal 

opportunity, they shall, in particular:

(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free 

to all;

(b) Encourage the development of different forms of 

secondary education, including general and vocational 

education, make them available and accessible to every 

child, and take appropriate measures such as the 

introduction of free education and offering financial 

assistance in case of need;

(c) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of

capacity by every appropriate means;

(d) Make educational and vocational information and 

guidance available and accessible to all children;

(e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at 

schools and the reduction of drop-out rates.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx



Resolutions on EU-level

Resolution of the Council and the Ministers of 
Education meeting within the Council of 22 May 1989 
on school provision for children of occupational 
travellers

“[…], to take steps to ensure that these children receive

an appropriate education, regardless of the

Community country in which they happen to be. […]”

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/52139e3b-9c92-4f73-

a0e3-3c5234445676/language-en/format-PDF/source-208428936

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/52139e3b-9c92-4f73-a0e3-3c5234445676/language-en/format-PDF/source-208428936


Resolutions on EU-level

European Parliament resolution of 12 June 2018 on 
modernisation of education in the EU

112. Stresses the special educational situation of children and 

adolescents whose parents travel professionally in Europe, and calls 

on the Commission to conduct a study to highlight the specific situation 

of these children and adolescents with regard to the challenges facing 

them in terms of pre-school and school education

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0247_EN.html?redirect

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0247_EN.html?redirect


15. Stresses the opportunities that digitalisation and the establishment of 

common educational platforms offer for modern education, especially in terms of 

distance learning, distance education, and blended learning, which should allow 

more flexibility in education by tailoring it more closely to learners’ individual 

living situations […];

130. Stresses that school education should also be made more flexible in order to 

improve response to the actual living circumstances of students, e.g. by greater 

use of online services, so that, for example, blended learning opportunities can also 

be improved;

Resolutions on EU-level

European Parliament resolution of 12 June 2018 on 
modernisation of education in the EU

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0247_EN.html?redirect

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0247_EN.html?redirect


- The European Commission can only give 
recommendations to the EU Member States.

- All European countries have their own educational 
system.

For more information see “Study Report: The situation of 
Circus in the EU Member States”.

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-
ba6e-01aa75ed71a1

Situation of school education in the different 
European countries (Pre-COVID)

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1


Home-schooling

For example: Austria; Belgium; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; Hungary; Italy; 
Latvia; Norway; Poland; The Czech Republic 

“Study Report: The situation of Circus in the EU Member States”, 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-
ba6e-01aa75ed71a1

Situation of school education in the 
different European countries (Pre-COVID)

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1


Distance and online learning

For example: Belgium (depends on the school); France; Germany; 
Hungary; Italy; The Netherlands (up to 12 years; for the children of inland
navigators up to 7 years); Spain; 
Poland (individual cases and for Polish children abroad); Portugal

Situation of school education in the 
different European countries (Pre-COVID)

“Study Report: The situation of Circus in the EU Member States”, p.105 - 110 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1

https://www.cned.fr/
https://www.schulentwicklung.nrw.de/abitur-online/
https://rijdendeschool.nl/
http://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/gl/mc/cidead/portada.html
http://www.orpeg.pl/
http://www.dge.mec.pt/ensino-distancia-0
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1


Visiting a different local school, “guest school”, 
each week

For example: Austria; Germany; Greece; Italy; Portugal

Situation of school education in the 
different European countries (Pre-COVID)

“Study Report: The situation of Circus in the EU Member States”, 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1

https://schule-unterwegs.de/
http://www.dge.mec.pt/ensino-presencial
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1


Visiting a different local school, “guest school”, 
each week

Area teachers = Bereichslehrkräfte

Situation of school education in the 
different European countries (Pre-COVID)

https://media.diercke.net/omeda/501/100272_03
1_2.jpg

Digitales Lernen unterwegs

Digital Learning on the road

https://www.diglu.de/
https://www.diglu.de/


Mobile schools and mobile teachers 
(paid by the government, by the company or 
by the parents)

For example: Belgium (only preschool); Germany; Spain; The Netherlands

Situation of school education in the 
different European countries (Pre-COVID)

“Study Report: The situation of Circus in the EU Member States”

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1

https://www.schulefuercircuskinder-nrw.de/
http://www.rijdendeschool.nl/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1


(Special) Boarding schools 

For example: Austria; Belgium; France; Germany; Hungary; The Netherlands

Situation of school education in the 
different European countries (Pre-COVID)

“Study Report: The situation of Circus in the EU Member States”.

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1

https://tse3.mm.bing.net/th?id=OIP.yTRjp6kH_LJxE
ES15c3ayQHaEg&pid=Api&P=0&w=295&h=180

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/11bd70ea-33bb-11ea-ba6e-01aa75ed71a1


Travelling abroad

- Depends on the school system of the “home 
country”

- Depends on the school system of the “host 
country”

Problems: 

- lessons take place in a foreign language and in a
different education setting

- taking exams in often not possible abroad

- sometimes no form of education is offered at all

Situation of school education in the 
different European countries (Pre-COVID)

https://www.berlin.de/imgscaler/sRcQReIr-4g9vOtr-
v4_gJNyVPL9NB3v_z0B0O_eoXQ/article/L3N5czExLXByb2QvdmhzL19hc3
NldHMvc3RlZ2xpdHotemVobGVuZG9yZi9mcmVtZHNwcmFjaGVuLmpwZ
w.jpg



BeKoSch: Berufliche Kompetenz für Schausteller –

Professional competence for the children of showmen

EBG: Europäisches Bildungswerk für Beruf und
Gesellschaft –

European Training Centre for Work and Society 

FEDEC: European Federation of Professional Circus 
Schools

Vocational Training

FEDEC

https://www.bekosch.nrw/
https://www.ebg.de/weiterbildung/universal-performer-berlin-kompetenzzentrum/
http://www.fedec.eu/en/members/


Educational Justice =

Accessibility of primary and 
secondary education
+
Monitoring a continuous 
educational process

ENTE’s contribution to improve the educational
situation of children of occupational travellers

https://labtoekomstigegeneraties.nl/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Onderwijs-scaled.jpg



ENTE’s contribution to improve the
educational situation of children of 
occupational travellers

- Cooperation with country specific (national) initiatives with similar 
target setting and cooperation with the EU

- Consulting services for parents, teachers, associations, education 
administrations and politics in questions regarding Europe-wide school 
attendance

- Provide information for the public, the professional associations of 
occupational travellers and public bodies, such as Ministry of Education, 
school authorities and schools in Europe

- Participation in European/ international projects



- Continuing the dialogue with the different countries to improve the education 
situation 

- Promoting the use of blended learning: schools must provide hybrid, continuous 
learning support and use new technologies for taking exams when children are 
abroad

- Creating a European digital learning platform

- Renewal of the 1989 Resolution of the European Commission

- Improve the provision of pre-school education, education for children with 
special needs and vocational training

- Expansion of the service point network

Next steps to improve the educational situation of 
children of occupational travellers



We are more than 
happy if you join us 
and become our 
next star!

https://www.dezwerver.nl/media/cache/ec/20/ec20311d1194af192d0d872175f1cb7f.jpg

ENTE - Servicepoints



Thank you for your attention!

Please visit our website!

www.ente.education

Please mail us!

ENTE@ente.education

Please like us on Facebook!

ENTE –
European Network for Traveller Education

Bernhard van Welzenes -
President

Annette Schwer –
Vice-president

Heinz Gniostko -
Treasurer

http://www.ente.education/

