




Why should we 
involve families and 

communities in 
children’s education?

Involving families and 
communities 

effectively 

Transforming 
difficulties into 
opportunities



Science is telling us…

• Decades of research have shown the benefits of 
involving families and communities for students 
(Epstein, 2011, 2018)
• children’s cognitive and emotional development 

(Reynolds et al. 2019)

• academic achievement (Díez, Gatt, and Racionero
2011)

• development of social skills (Duddy 2019)

Family participation can really make a difference…. 
But how?





1. Solar Energy
2. Coronary Heart disease

3. Planes
4. Alzheimer

5. Electric car

6. Micro-chip
7. Alpha mannosidosis disease

8. Architecture

9. Clinical partnership

10. INCLUD-ED (SSH)

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-11-520_es.htm?locale=fr
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Scientific and social impact

What strikes me the most, what I like the most, is the 
commitment that the parents and children have acquired



United Kingdom

Spain

Italy 

Cyprus

Argentina

Brazil

Mexico
Colombia

Peru  

Chile Total: More than 9.000 
schools, very diverse, 

in 14 countries

+ Universities, governments, 
and other public and private 
organizations

Malta

Portugal

Ecuador

Reducing learning and social inequalities across countries

Czech Republic



Why should we 
involve families and 

communities in 
children’s education?

Involving families and 
communities 

effectively 

Transforming 
difficulties into 
opportunities



“Serve and return” 
interactions

Children’s experiences with all of the people who are consistently in their lives have an important
influence on their brain structure and function. This developmental process is fueled by reciprocal, 
“serve and return” interactions between children and the adults who care for them (p.10). 

Engaging families in learning and transformative 
interactions from early years



Hart, B., & Risley, T. (1995). Meaningful differences in the everyday experiences of young American 
children. Baltimore, MD: Brookes. 



García-Carrión, R. & Díez-Palomar, J. (2015) Learning communities: Pathways for educational success and social transformation through 
interactive groups in mathematics. European Educational Research Journal, 14: 151-166

Dialogic interactions have positive impact on children’s 
educational outcomes





Help and solidarity interactions: fostering safe and supportive 
learning environments in the classroom

Diversity of adults volunteering in classroom groups can 
promote inclusion and success for children of vulnerable 
minority ethnic populations (Valls & Kyriakides, 2013)

Villardón-Gallego, et al., (2018)Khalfaoui, García-Carrion, Villardón-Gallego (2020)



Putting dialogic learning 
to work creating optimal 
conditions for all to learn 
and flourish (Flecha, 2000, 
2015)



Transform family interactions at home

Discussions about classic works of literature are transferred 
to the child–parent interactions, part of their daily lives

Mothers’ and children’s motivation to read and help mothers 
to improve the language acquisition of the host country

Better understanding of their children’s homework and more 
confident to help them

Now during dinner we speak 
about the books we read in the 
gathering. 

I explain to my children and my 
husband some of the debates we 
had



Putting families at the centre 
of educational processes and 
engaging them in successful 
educational actions 
dismantle educational myths
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Community

Home

School

Classroom

Transforming learning and human development 
through dialogue and interaction
The acquisition of cognitive abilities is a social 
feature illustrated by the fact that infants learn 
from other people (Kandel et al, 2005, p.1213) 

Dialogic interactions for cognitive, 
social and emotional development 
(Flecha, 2000, Mercer, 2007, Vygotsky, 1978)

Engaging families and communities in 
those interactions that improve 
educational trajectories for a better life
(Gatt, Ojala & Soler, 2011; Epstein and Sheldon; 
2006)



Science is telling us…




