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How to spark the interest in cultural 
heritage and the feeling of belonging 
to a wider European community 
among school children? An EU-funded 
project tried to develop learning 
methods in this area
The main priority of the ‘Small explorers in a magic world of 
the European folk culture’ project was to familiarise primary 
school children with the diversity of European folk traditions 
and cultures. The project lasted 2 years and involved schools 
from 7 European countries (Croatia, Italy, Lithuania, Spain, 
Poland, Portugal and Turkey). 

‘Simultaneously in all 7 countries, we’ve researched the top-
ics of folk legends, traditional dances, cuisine, or forgotten 
occupations. It created a feeling of unity and identification 
among children and raised their awareness about our com-
mon European heritage,’ said Slawomir Rucinski, the project 
coordinator and the Principal of Primary School No. 110 in 
Lodz, Poland. 

Project activities were divided into 4 modules: folk cos-
tumes and material culture; folk music; folk traditions and 
rites; and folk motives in art and culture. Each module 
combined formal and non-formal education methods 
such as dance, drama, or crafts. The activities also 
included workshops of modern ICT tools. 

Slawomir Rucinski, the project coordinator added:

‘ Children not only learned various cultural 
practices, but also prepared a printed folk 
magazine, cuisine book and a folk calendar. 
It was all learning by doing.’

The project also included 7 international meetings for 
teachers, school children and their parents, and each 
meeting brought together around 50 participants. The 
activities involved sightseeing, craft workshops, meet-
ings with folk artists, trips to ethnographic and open-
air museums.

As a result, the project schools gathered a broad  
collection of new teaching materials such as lesson 
plans, ICT tools, or multimedia presentations related 
to cultural education of the children.

Bringing European folk culture 
to school children 
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