
Addressing the Global Climate Crisis in Your 
Classroom 

SUMMARY INFORMATION 
Title of your project plan: “THE SCHOOL GREEN MASTERCHEF” 

Author: Lígia Araújo, Portugal 

Short description: On a first stage, the project implies creating a SCHOOL GARDEN 
where the students grow vegetables and local aromatic herbs (to sell to parents 
and the school and local community). The whole growing process allows different 
students and teachers (and subjects) to participate and to explore it in different 
learning perspectives. It also implies as a final product the creation of a COOKBOOK 
with many healthy and sustainable recipes, which will be applied in the menu of the 
school canteen, and there will be also organized the ANNUAL FAIR OF 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP where all the work, products and wonderful recipes will be sold 
and the profit gained will be shared by the classes for the purchase of educational 
materials and organize a study tour under the interest/topic of the global climate 
crisis. 

Table of summary

Subject Healthy food/ healthy eating/ sustainable food/ sustainable 
environment 

Curriculum 
integration

This project stimulates a cross-curricular approach because 
it envolves different subjects: natural sciences and social 
studies (the students study the vegetables and plants and 
their whole process of growing; the water cycle and the 
importance of the water and its rationalization); maths 
(once a week the classes will measure the vegetables and 
plants, count and weigh the products sold, and count the 
money/profit made with their sale); Arts and English 
(because the students should create labels for each 
product in both languages). It is also expected that they will 
have once a week a CLIL lesson (20m to 30 m): Content 
and Language Integrated Learning on the Social Sciences , 
Natural Sciences, Arts or Maths contents. 



Age of students This project is aimed to preschool and primary school 
students because to raise a firm ecological mindset should 
start from the early ages and they are the levels I’m 
teaching at present.

Number of students It is estimated that about 250 students (about 5 classes from 
Preschool and 8 from the primary school level) will 
participate in this project.

Time frame/duration The time frame is a whole school year.



Learning objectives The main objectives of this projects are many and varied. 
So, first of all, there is clearly a cross-curricular purpose under 
the “excuse” to think about healthy food, organic and 
sustainable farming and, in a more global and broaden 
level, the current climate crisis. On the other hand, it also 
aims to promote a real and collaborative work among 
students (they will have to work in some moments in pairs 
and in other moments in group), among teachers (not only 
from different levels but mainly from different subjects), as 
well as among different institutions because it will involve 5 
schools (the headquarters and the 4 poles in different 
locations).  

This project also wishes to enable students to develop 
different skills because they are going to participate in 
many different tasks (e.g. every week they will choose the 
three more active peers in the the activities and those ones 
will receive a symbolic prize) and they will have to 
manipulate different materials and tools. However, it is 
highly expected that they will also develop their ICT skills 
(they will create a COOKBOOK, there will be three 
workshops on three different topics: water pollution, 
recycling and healthy eating (with the contribution of the 
students and teachers). 

Simultaneously, it tries to develop entrepreneurship on 
students because they are expected to sell the products to 
parents, teachers and also to the local community weekly 
and at the end of the school year, there will be organized a 
ANNUAL FAIR OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP where all the work, 
products and wonderful recipes will be exhibited and sold 
and  once again the profit gained will be shared by the 
classes for the purchase of educational materials and 
organize a study tour under the topic of the global climate 
crisis.  

So, this is on its essence a project-based learning which 
craves to connect pupils with real life, provide them with a 
“can do attitude”, optimism, empowering and motivating 
them through learning opportunities and by promoting 
creativity and leadership because they have to find real 
solutions. 



Resources and tools It is expected that in this project many and different tools 
will be required and consequently used. First of all, the 
students will learn to manipulate the tools related to the 
cultivation and the maintenance of of the vegetables and 
herbs, but they will also have to use the ICT because they 
will have to do research on the topic, they will have to 
create bilingual labels (Portuguese/English) for it, they will 
have to watch videos/tutorials and they will also have to 
create small videos too /mainly for the three workshops 
previously presented), and they will have to create a 
COOKBOOK with recipes using the grown products.  

In the Arts and other classes they will do different types of 
works under the main topic in order to be exposed in the 
final exhibition (in the annual fair, at the end of the school 
year). 

Nevertheless, the tools to be used are not limited to these 
activities. It is also expected that they learn to use 
calculators in Maths lessons in order to learn how to count, 
weight and measure the plants and vegetables (each 
week, and making comparisons)as well to count and 
compare the money earned, spent and the final profit. 

They will definitely acquire different know how as well as 
new skills on a work-based learning process. 



PROCEDURE 
Work process 

State how you intend to work with students. If you intent to create teams of pupils or 
collaborate with other schools or classrooms please provide relevant information. 

Expected results This project reaches its term with two final products: the 
creation of a COOKBOOK with healthy recipes containing 
the vegetables and the plants grown in the school garden 
(and others), which will be the sample menu to use in the 
school canteen; and the organization and dynamization of 
the ANNUAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP FAIR with the sale of many 
products (handicrafts and food) done by the students and 
their teachers and parents. The final profit will be applied in 
the acquisition of pedagogical material and for the 
organization of a study visit for all classes that participated 
in the project. 

Regarding the first steps of this project, its development and 
respective completion, we can easily gauge that there is a 
real connection to real life, a clear aim at developing 
creativity and leadership under sub-topics connected to 
the issue of climate change, a collaborative initiative 
among schools, as well as a firm ecological mindset, 
supported on a proactive attitude and a strong 
commitment among different agents directly and indirectly 
involved in the school. 



Activities 

Provide an overview of the activities that you are planning for this project. Explain 
the procedure of work, the tools you are going to use and explain the role of the 
students and your role. 

The students will work in pairs and in groups, depending on the nature of the 
activity and the subject involved. But this will be an important requirement in order 
to stimulate the collaboration among different students and classrooms and also 
among teachers. Each class will work as a great team that will have its own 
authonomy and dynamic, but at the same time it will have to be part of a larger 
dynamic that involves the other groups/classrooms. 

It is also expected a broaden collaboration among different schools, as the 
project implies close collaboration amidst the host school and 4 more poles. So, 
there will be 5 schools participating as a total. Each headteacher will coordinate 
his/her classroom and will work very closely with the teachers from the other 
subjects involved and I will be the General Coordinator. 

Name of activity Procedure

School Garden All the classes will make their own contribution on it. 
Each headteacher will monitor the activity and I will 
also support it as the General Coordinator, but also as a 
teacher involved (I’m the English teacher of all the 
classes). Local farmers (some are parents) will be invited 
to teach how to grow the products and to explain how 
to make it biological. 

Tools used: related to the cultivation and the 
maintenance of of the vegetables and herbs;



Master Research All the classes will have to do some research on the 
process of growing products, but also for all the other 
tasks/activities and contents required by the teachers. 

Each headteacher will monitor the activity and I will 
also support it as the General Coordinator, but also as a 
teacher involved. 

Tools used: ICT, interactive board, dictionaries, books, 
different school supplies. 

Labelling Products All the products grown and sold will be labelled both in 
the Portuguese and English languages.  

I will monitor this activity, as I’m the English teacher  
directly involved. 

Tools used: ICT, interactive board, dictionaries, books, 
different school supplies. 

Let’s calculate! The students will learn to use calculators in Maths lessons 
in order to learn how to count, weight and measure the 
plants and vegetables (each week, and making 
comparisons)as well to count and compare the money 
earned, spent and the final profit.  

Each headteacher will monitor the activity, as well as 
the Maths teacher. I will also support it as the General 
Coordinator. 

Tools used: ICT, interactive board, calculators, books, 
different school supplies. 



CLIL lessons Each class will have a 20-30 minute CLIL lesson per 
week on the subjects of Maths, Social Sciences, Natural 
Sciences and Arts according to the activities expected 
on that week and the contents of the four subjects 
involved. 

Each headteacher will monitor the activity and I will 
also support it as the General Coordinator, but also as 
the English teacher involved. 

Tools used: ICT, interactive board, dictionaries, books, 
different school supplies. 

Workshops It will be organized three workshops on three different 
topics (in the three different school terms): Water 
Pollution, Recycling and Healthy Eating (with the 
contribution of the students and all the teachers). All 
the school and local community will be invited. 

Each headteacher will monitor the activity and I will 
also support it as the General Coordinator, but also as a 
teacher directly involved. 

Tools used: ICT, interactive board, dictionaries, books, 
different school supplies. 

The Green School 
Masterchef COOKBOOK

The creation of a COOKBOOK with healthy recipes 
containing the vegetables and the plants grown in the 
school garden (and others), which will be the sample 
menu to use in the school canteen. It will be translated 
to English by the English teachers to be used when the 
schools host Erasmus students (there is on average one 
Erasmus+ project each year). 

Each headteacher will monitor the activity and I will 
also support it as the General Coordinator, but also as a 
teacher directly involved. 

Tools used: ICT, interactive board, dictionaries, books, 
different school supplies. 



ASSESSMENT 
Explain how you intend to assess your students during this project. How would you 
know if the learning objectives have been achieved? 

 The ANNUAL 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP FAIR 

The students (as well as parents and teachers) will be 
an act ive member in the organizat ion and 
dynamization of the ANNUAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP FAIR 
with the sale of many products (handicrafts and food) 
done by the students and their teachers and parents. 
The final profit will be applied in the in the acquisition of 
pedagogical material and for the organization of a 
study visit for all classes that participated in the project. 

Each headteacher will monitor the activity and I will 
also support it as the General Coordinator, but also as a 
teacher directly involved. 

Tools used: ICT, dictionaries, books, different school 
supplies and cooking tools. 

This project as a whole implies the main focus on the formative assessment of the 
students.  However, self-assessment will also be a special requirement since it 
contributes to a true learning of the students.  Therefore, every week the pupils will 
choose the three more active peers in the the activities and those ones will 
receive a symbolic prize).  

On the other way, the headteachers and the other teachers involved will hand 
out to the students each week (on the last lesson lesson of the week) a simple 
checklist containing their compliance with the proposed activities and their 
feelings about it (for instance, three smileys, in this case). 

In parallel to that, once a month there will be a meeting with the  General 
Coordinator and the other teachers in order to assess whether the objectives are 
being met by the students and also the possible constraints that have arisen so 
that they can adjust strategies and overcome the difficulties. 
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