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No learning without
understanding: translanguaging
pedagogy
The monolingual paradigm is increasingly being challenged,
as societies become more linguistically and culturally diverse.
Policymakers and teachers may find translanguaging an
effective learning strategy for multilingual classrooms. It
involves pupils using multiple languages in the classroom
without the teacher needing any specialised linguistic
knowledge. Allowing children to communicate in their home
languages in school helps to strengthen their cognitive and
social skills.
Introducing a translanguaging pedagogy in
schools has its challenges. However, online
multilingual technologies offer schools
plenty of possibilities to provide studentcentred learning experiences and to bridge
pupils’ home and school languages and
culture.
Since its first appearance in the mid-1990s,
the term “translanguaging” has become
more common in the world of education.
Teachers
and
researchers
also
use
“plurilingualism” to acknowledge the varied
language competences of pupils and to use
them as a resource, especially when it
comes to helping students who struggle
with the languages of schooling.
We live in a multilingual world, so that most
children grow up in a context where more
than one language is spoken. How can
education better reflect that aspect of
society? This latest overview presents four
EU-funded projects that can demonstrate
how to achieve this.

NEWS IN PILLS
A new survey on creativity: share your opinion!
Can creativity be assessed? And if yes, can teachers help to
cultivate it in young people? Creativity has been recognised as one
of the most sought-after skills by employers, but many school
curricula seem to overlook its transversal importance. School
Education Gateway would like to know what you think about how
creativity is approached in your school and what a teacher might
need to facilitate creative experiences for his or her pupils. It is open
until 15 November and available in 23 languages.

Languages as cultural heritage. Watch the
webinar
In September we celebrated the European Day of Languages!
Languages function as a communication tool and contain
irreplaceable cultural heritage, knowledge and traditions.
Learn more about the diverse linguistic and cultural landscape of
Europe, and discover how to ensure multilingual education in
schools. Our experts discussed language learning, teaching and
assessment. Watch the webinar and sign up for the webinar
mailing list for the latest updates.

A list of the latest
available teaching materials!
StoryWeaver: open-source stories for
children
A digital gateway to thousands of
illustrated, open-licensed children’s stories
in several languages. Create your own
reading resources with StoryWeaver! And
there’s more than just reading…
Kuarki: traveller between wor(l)ds
Closing the gap between the language
used at school and at home is possible!
With the help of the Kuarki app, children
can expand their vocabulary and practise
their reading and writing skills.

Video selection of
this month
Education Talks: Multilingual
classrooms: the new reality of
urban schools
Is a multilingual classroom more
of an opportunity or a challenge?
Nell
Foster
explains
this
approach, as well as describing
the circumstances of multilingual
classrooms.
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