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Quality assurance to encourage
self-reflection and continuous
improvement in schools
While the design of quality assurance mechanisms varies
across national contexts, their common objective is to
support the development of teaching and learning
approaches – with the ultimate aim of ensuring that learners
have the best learning opportunities possible. Emphasis is on
improvement rather than actual ‘control’. The schools' closure
impacted the inspectors' work, but their support continued,
albeit in a different manner.
Reflecting on experiences this year is crucial
to preparing for future scenarios, and
especially to blending in-school and
distance learning effectively. Schools may
be encouraged to undergo self-evaluation,
focusing on the needs and approaches of
their own community. In this context,
external inspectors can play an important
role in building the capacity and confidence
of teachers and school leaders.
In response to the pandemic, inspectors
from Ireland worked closely with student
groups, parents’ organisations, teacher
unions and school management bodies.
This collaborative approach to quality
assurance led to the development of advice
and good practice examples to help and
support schools that were struggling.
Schools are subject to many different types of
evaluation, but the common goal is informed
decision-making
to
help
plan
for
improvement. This latest overview presents
four EU-funded projects that constitute
successful examples of quality assurance.

Survey alert! Share your opinion on the start
of the school year after school closures
The start to the school year 2020/21 after the
outbreak of the COVID-19 crisis is certainly not
“business as usual”. School Education Gateway
would like to help build a picture of how this new
school year feels for those working in schools
across Europe. Your views can help school
leaders, authorities and ministries. We invite you
to take this short survey and help us to share it. It
is open until 27 September and available in 23
languages.

Video selection of
this month

Education Talks: Building back a
better
system
through
quality
assurance
Malenie Ehren discusses what ‘quality
assurance’ means and how it can help
us move forward from the COVID-19
crisis.

Education Talks: Learning spaces
designed together
What should be the design process
for school environment? Teachers
and students can help to adapt their
learning environment, or even design
it from scratch.

Going back to school
during
a
pandemic:
European resources
In light of the COVID-19
pandemic, schools have
had
to
adapt
their
approaches to ensure social
distancing and support
pupils who have been
isolated for a long time. This
article will provide you with
resources from the EU that
may be useful in this
difficult period

Pupil assessment: how
changes during school
closure might impact
Despite
the
uncertainty
surrounding the new school
year, reflecting on learner
assessment
is
also
an
important task. The changes
that schools and teachers have
faced over the past months
allowed them to experiment
with innovative approaches
that may bring about a positive
shift to pupils’ learning and
improve
the
process
for
everyone.
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