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developments of the School
Education Gateway.
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Early Childhood Education
and Care seeks support
and development
The Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) sector has
long-faced challenges of meeting the demands of families
and offering its staff sufficient remuneration and
opportunities for professional development. With the
pandemic putting many ECEC settings into further
difficulty, it has become evident that urgent support is
needed.
The ECEC sector has also struggled to gain
attention on the importance and benefits
of quality learning experiences in the early
years of child development. In this rapidly
changing landscape of both education
and employment, what is the future for
this sector? How can the work of ECEC
staff be better supported and recognised?
We reflect on ECEC systems is today’s
society.
There is a consistent shortage of male
workers in ECEC settings, where around
97% of staff are female. The perceptions of
the sector – which is considered to be for
women and with only low pay and low
professional status – may be a significant
obstacle for recruitment and may avoid
the benefits of a more diverse profession.
There are still big differences across European
countries and regions, in terms of access to
ECEC but also in terms of funding, staff
training, pedagogies and more. This latest
overview covers three remarkable EU-funded
projects that enrich this field.

Open Source Software: how to use it in
school and aid society in one go
What is Open Source Software (OSS) and why
does it matter in the field of school education?
OSS programs might seem like something for
developers and "technology wizards".
What
makes them special is that - as they are
published under a free software licence - they
allow anyone to study how they work, modify
them and/or redistribute them. Schools and
educators have practical reasons to use OSS, and
arguably a societal duty to do so. Read the
tutorial and find out more.

Video selection of
this month

Education Talks: The question of
quality in early years education
Maresa Duignan discusses what
‘quality’ means in the context of early
childhood education and care, and
how it can be improved – both for
children and for their teachers.

Inclusive practices in Early Childhood
Education and Care
What does research tell us about how
teachers and staff can create
inclusive pedagogical practices in
early
childhood
settings
and
classrooms? Find inspiration for good
practices and policies in this webinar.

Erasmus Accreditations:
new opportunity for
schools!
The aim is to build stronger,
longer-lasting and more
inclusive partnerships with
schools, VET providers and
adult
education
organisations. Discover the
ambitious new Erasmus
programme, participate in
this new call and get ready
for next year!

Using MOOCs in schools:
a Teacher Academy pilot
project

How can online courses be used
more systematically at school
level
to
support
teachers’
professional development? Get
inspired by the results of this
Teacher Academy pilot project.
Ten teachers from across Europe
trialled several actions to support
school colleagues in using
MOOCs
and
to
develop
mechanisms for transfer of
learning on MOOCs into practice
at school. Read about their
experiences.
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