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How to tackle early
school leaving
Reasons behind early school leaving are complex, so the
policies should include a variety of actions that combine
education and social policy. EU countries have
committed to lowering early school leaving rates to
under 10% by 2020.
The average proportion of early school
leavers has steadily decreased from 17% in
2002 to 10.6% in 2018. After seven years
from the 2011 Recommendation, a new
study shows that the EU policy instruments
have had a positive impact overall,
although much more needs to be done to
tackle this phenomenon.
Several factors influence early school leaving,
caused by a cumulative process of
disengagement as a result for personal,
social, economic, education- or family-related
reasons. Our latest overview of good
practices highlights four projects and their
successful approaches for reducing the
average of early school leavers: from an
institutional early warning system, to flexible
teaching methods to cater for students'
individual needs, to extra attention paid to
pupils' mental well-being, in-school factors
and the parents' role.
If you look at schools that succeed in
tackling early school leaving, you will find
many differences but also the presence of
important common denominators. These
schools are not driven by economic factors;
instead, what really motivates them is the
opportunity to change a young person's life
for the better. That is why they are prepared
to go that extra mile.

Tackling early school leaving - watch the
webinar
Watch the webinar that took place on 22
February to find out more about the current
School Education Gateway monthly topic:
how to tackle early school leaving using the
whole-school approach. Dr. Kirstin Kerr and
Dr. Patsy Hodson presented the participants
some theory and background, followed by
day-to-day experiences from experts and
practical tips from a toolkit.

Two new initiatives are
about to be launched!

Safer Internet Day encourages
everyone to come "Together for
a better Internet". It aims to
promote
a
responsible,
respectful and critical use of
digital technologies and to
raise awareness of the issues
that matter to us. How can we
ensure access to a safe and
stimulating
online
environment?
Digital technologies provide people with a world of
possibilities to learn, interact, participate and create.
Yet, the Internet also exposes its users to certain risks
– especially the most vulnerable ones, such as
children. Safer Internet Day involves young people,
parents, teachers, industry and politicians from over
150 countries around the globe. You, too, can join the
movement in the next edition on Tuesday 11
February.
With a database of more than 150
resources, the European Toolkit for
Schools helps school leaders,
teachers, parents and other
stakeholders to enable children
and young people to succeed in
school, by providing support on
inclusive education
and the tackling of early school
leaving. Check out these videos
and discover more on the website.

New survey results on
sex education
Our latest surveys indicates that
schools can play a crucial role in
helping young people to develop
respectful and safe emotional and
sexual relations.
Teachers are perceived to be capable
of discussing such important issues,
but often enough schools don't have
a clear process on how to address
student needs and concerns about
sex education. Teachers don't always
get adequate support in this activity:
only a third receives teaching
material from the Ministry of
Education and about a tenth is
provided with training in this area.
However, these difficulties don’t stop
them from addressing those issues
with their students. Find out more
about the survey results!
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