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Cross-border schools
and European identity
For the last 25 years, the European Commission has
promoted multilingualism, cultural diversity and ICT
integration for the development of the EU as a whole.
Schools in border regions or in rural areas are in most
need of support in these areas.
Increasing the mobility and employability
of young people is one of the goals of many
cross-border schools present in European
territory, which counts 38 international
borders. The examples in our overview
prove that this is possible by reinforcing
knowledge of one another’s culture and
language and by cooperation between subnational territories.
Language barriers still represent a major
obstacle within Europe. But living near the
border could be turned into an advantage for
young people, as the geographical proximity
allows them to get in touch with their
neighbouring country's native speakers and
culture. The importance of culture for
integration is highlighted in our report of
some
good
practices
promoting
plurilingualism. All the projects encourage
students to experience the culture and
language of their neighbouring country.
Europeanisation is crucial for rural schools:
connections, innovation and better trained
teachers can guarantee all the educational
opportunities
that
seclusion
may
otherwise preclude - especially when
added to the many assets of these schools.
This process must be disseminated and
formalised to have a significant impact.

EU Code Week 2019 breaks record
Almost 3 million people took part in the last EU
Code Week, which took place in October. Turkey
was the most active country with over 20,000
activities, followed by Italy (16,700) and Poland
(15,000). Thousands of teachers discovered how
easy it is to integrate coding and computational
thinking in the classroom, with the help of free
resources as well as ready-made lesson plans.
Organising a hackathon or creating a paper circuit
has never been so easy!

What PISA results can
teach us
PISA, the Programme for
International
Student
Assessment, released the
triennial report on the state
of education around the
globe.
The report is based on PISA tests taken by over half a
million 15-year-olds. Every test assesses their
knowledge and skills in reading, mathematics and
science. The report reviews each of these topics,
making it possible to analyse national performance
by gender, socio-economic status and immigrant
background. It also contains contextual information
and a survey of pupils’ attitudes.
Looking at the EU in more detail,
the PISA results showed it has not
has not yet met its benchmark for
underachievement. EU Member
States, as part of their planned
European
cooperation
in
education and training, set the
ambition to reduce the number of
underachieving pupils in the EU to
below 15% by 2020.
Over the past decade, in the EU as a whole,
underachievement has increased in science and
reading and remained stable in mathematics. Some
EU countries, however, have improved their
performance over time. Estonia, Poland and Ireland
showed that reducing underachievement is possible.
A more detailed analysis of the EU results is available
on the European Commission website.

New publications are
out. Don't miss them!
EDUCATION AT A GLANCE
As a useful source for information on
the state of education, "Education at
a Glance" provides key information
about education systems across
OECD countries as well as charts and
tables, in addition to links to much
more available on the educational
database.
DIGITAL EDUCATION AT SCHOOL IN
EUROPE
A new Eurydice report on digital
education is now available. It
highlights
two
different
but
complementary perspectives on the
topic: the development of digital
competences relevant to learners and
teachers on the one hand, and the
pedagogical use of technologies to
support, improve and transform
learning and teaching on the other.
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