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Environments that
cater for today's needs
“Learning environment” means a space in which
learning occurs, but if done well, it can also be one
through which learning occurs. The model of corridors
with lined-up classrooms – and of classrooms with linedup desks – is not fit for every school’s vision.
Children are active explorers, both seeking
and preferring risky play and play where
the ability to fight and physical strength
are tested. But the spaces for risky play
and learning risk management are
limited, notes professor Ellen Beate
Hansen Sandseter. In her expert
contribution she explains why we should
not forget children’s need for thrilling and
exciting experiences when developing
spaces for play and learning.
Learning environments can be approached
from different angles: as physical space
(architecture and equipment), virtual space
(online learning), or social space (community
and school networks). The highlighted
projects in the practice article do exactly
that - focusing on 21st-century schools,
school gardens and maker spaces.
It's not only school boards that can
design learning environments. Teachers,
students and other school actors can
help to adapt their learning environment,
or even design it from scratch. Associate
professor Karen Könings spoke with us
about participatory school design,
building information modeling, and other
topics. Watch or read the interview here.

Discover the Erasmus+ opportunities for
schools today: new call & free online course
Each autumn, the new Erasmus+ call is launched,
featuring a wealth of opportunities for schools.
Whether your interest lies in developing your
school’s whole-school approach through staff
professional development or running projects with
other schools/organisations, Erasmus+ can help!
The 2019 edition of the course "Erasmus+ Funding
Opportunities for Schools" helps schools 'fast track'
their funding application. In four modules, it
explains the KA1 & KA2 options;
provides tips and concrete project examples;
explains the whole-school approach;
introduces tools such as our website's catalogues
The course started on 28 October, but all course content
is available until 8 December, including all webinars.
European projects are an excellent way of boosting staff's
professional development. In a 2017 European study on
international mobility, 90% of the teacher respondents said
that Erasmus+ mobility made them more open to changes
and innovations. 94% said it deepened their understanding
of other cultures. They also felt that, at school level, the
community was becoming more open and tolerant. Plenty
of reasons to delve into the Erasmus+ offer!

Find all articles related
to a monthly topic!
Did you know you can find and link to
all articles related to a monthly topic,
using the 'Topic' search? This month,
for example, we tagged all relevant
articles with 'Learning environment'.
Simply click on a tag below an article
to discover all related items.
A recap of the tagged topics so far:
Jan: Active citizenship
Feb: Tackling bullying
Mar: Personalised learning
Apr: Special Educational Needs
May: Games in schools
June: Environment and our world
July: Parents
Aug: Beginning teaching
Sept: Multilingual classrooms

Getting ready for
sex education
Sex education is, and always has been, a sensitive
topic. Views differ on what should be taught and at
what age, the role of schools and parents in teaching
it, and how it should be taught. Some advocate
teaching not only about reproduction, risks and
disease but also about relationships, well-being and
human rights, while others argue that sex education
should be the responsibility of parents or healthcare
professionals, not schools. Our latest survey sets out
to map the perspectives and experiences of those
working in school education across Europe.
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