
FAMILY PARTICIPATION 
ALWAYS MATTERS- EVEN 
MORE DURING COVID-19 

PANDEMIC



GOALS OF OUR SCHOOLS DURING COVID-19

1. Increase learning and provide quality education 
for all, including vulnerable groups.

2. Promote a sense of community despite the 
confinement

3. Overcome and prevent the increasing violence 
that emerged from the confinement



1. Increase learning and 
provide quality education 
for all, including 
vulnerable groups.



OPEN DOOR ACTIONS

● Dialogic  literary gatherings 

but also gatherings about  maths, 
science, music or art. As more 
people in the community are 
involved online, the contributions 
are very rich and diverse.



Families report how the preparation and the participation in 
Dialogic Literary Gatherings have  strengthened parent-child 
bonds:

 A child:“I like that he [father] tells me… because sometimes I learn things 
from what he says, I ask him the meaning of a word and I also learn things 
from what he explains to me” 

 Mother: “From the first moment you have to sit down to read a story, 
starting with the bond you have to create as a mother-daughter to prepare it 
(…) Then you can integrate those explanations into your 
conversations with your children and that’s good because it helps 
you to talk more with them (FS1).

Impact at Home, and Homes That Make Impact Possible



● Dialogic workspaces with students, teachers and volunteers

Open doors Actions

 Mum:  "I am very happy to participate, I 

think we are doing a very good job 

together..., I like very much how you have 

organized the program of the school 

without school and I think that my son Pau 

is maturing a lot, you can't imagine, he 

has reached  a lot of autonomy"



Actions



ONLINE DIALOGIC GATHERINGS WITH FAMILIES AND 
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

…



Headmaster´s voice:
 
“We try to introduce a lot of security in what we do, to transmit 
confidence to the families, in this way we have even more family 
participation than before and no more cases of infection than in 
other schools.”

“ I believe that the key is not to stop doing things, we have to 
do them, but by transferring it to the online world, we are 
creating synergies that did not exist before, and even 
changing relationships for the better. “



2. Promote a sense of 
community despite the 
confinement



● Mixed-Committees and community networks
Open doors Actions

1. Ensure that contact is established with all school families and 

students through phone calls, telegram groups and peer-to-peer 

communication

2. The exchange of information on financial aid and food grants

3. Make available particular school resources to families such as the 

distribution of electronic devices and the loan of school supplies to 

the neediest families, through a contractual agreement with them

4. Ensure that children have access to supportive relationships 

in safe, non-violent environments





Headmaster: 
“We are very happy with the mixed commissions that have been 
formed, all the coordinators wanted to continue. Also the mixed 
management committee and all the participants have been very eager, 
even families of children who are no longer in school because they 
have gone to the high school, want to continue as volunteers in the 
school.
We have not said "no" to anything, we have simply asked 
ourselves how we can do this in order to continue to implement 
successful educational actions? What do we have to change to 
maintain the interactions between the educational community?



3. Overcome and prevent 
the increasing violence that 
emerged from the 
confinement.



● Dialogic pedagogical gatherings with 

teachers and community

Open doors Actions

“It is an action that helps us to learn and 
transform our educational practice. It is a very 
important moment because we share the 
learning, we meet and reflect on how to 
improve our actions at this time. Now we have 
read the chapters on the prevention of violence 
and friendship from one of the guides of the Child 
Study Center of Yale University. We were able to 
think about the importance of doing [these 
actions] very well if violent situations arise 
among our students in their families during 
confinement. 





● Revitalise  the social networks with 

preventive messages and creating 

sense of community

Open doors Actions

# Friendships are our lighthouse on this 
journey ...
# In confinement Violence 0, we are 
upstanders



FOr us [teachers], this confinement has been a gift, to be able to 
participate with all the families at the same time, having the opportunity 
to do DLGs with another school… I never imagined that we could do this 
from home, and with their families, that we could be interconnected. And 
now I think about it and I say why not? (…) It is so enriching, and I think 
that this does open up views of a good future. We love each other so 
much and we put up the barrier that we are far away… we have other 
tools, so for these tools that are the new technologies, we can “go” 
[virtually] to our school and forget about the pain of the distance, we can 
have virtual volunteers, virtual families… and to take the DLGs outside 
the school hours, and we will do them [DLGs] at a time that everyone 
can… and we will meet again (TP4).



THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION


