
 

When am I an active citizen? A school student’s perspective 

In the context of an Erasmus+ project on conflict resolution and peer-to-peer 

school mediation, 17-year-old Theofano Vlagkouli reflects on civic engagement in 

Europe. 

Nowadays, a worrying percentage of the younger generation is giving up on social 

engagement and on events like elections and open debates. Many will argue that this 

happens due to disappointment: they have been let down by a rather “dangerous” type 

of citizens, those who use their civil rights for personal profit. 

Which brings us to the question: is an active citizen necessarily a good citizen? 

We must admit that not every active citizen has the public interest at heart. A good 

starting point towards solving this problem could be motivating youngsters to see those 

selfish people as “the challenge” and work in solidarity to persevere. Ironically, to beat 

those who think exclusively about personal profit, we need a little bit of a personal motive 

ourselves. So, apart from the common good, what’s in it for us, personally? 

In Plato’s Protagoras, it is said that we made cities to collaborate, to fend off wild animals 

and to protect ourselves. But what is the point of doing that if we turn against one 

another? Forming a society does not make us strong. Forming an active society, though, 

does! 

This is one of the main reasons why mediation should be an important part of our 

educational system. Since school is a miniature of society, its members must learn to 

solve their conflicts creatively. Additionally, and especially during the lockdowns imposed 

by the global pandemic, participating in social gatherings (in person or online) can really 

help us improve our social skills. Socialising through citizenship is a major factor in 

everyone’s personal growth and well-being. 

A European citizen is an active citizen who also takes into consideration extra parameters 

as an international thinker, who also cares about people with different backgrounds, 

ambitions and interests. In such a utilitarian era, is there any hope that we can combine 

common and personal interest in a healthy way? 

Yes is the answer we hope one day may be said with unbiased confidence! 

This article was originally written for the Erasmus+ project Cre@t1ve Conflict Resolution 

and Peer-to-Peer School Mediation. 
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